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Some of you may know Markus Mueller from
Huntingdon. Markus was born in Switzerland and
grew up on a farm with beautiful Brown cows. In
1979 his father purchased a farm in Quebec. But the
cows that came with it, where of a strange color.
Black and White!!

By 1985 his father had enough of the Holstein cow
and decided, he better purchase some Cows that
reminded him more of the cows he grew up with. So
he bought some Brown Swiss just across the border in the United States of America.

Markus was always an admirer of gooid cows no matter what breed. So when these cows
proved to be up to the task he took them in to his heart. Then in 1989 Markus purchased the
Farm along with the cows from his father. The herd was about 1/3 Brown Swiss then. He
decided to focus on the Breed that seemed more profitable to him. By 1982 the hared had
become entirely Brown Swiss. This was achieved with a very select few purchases and a ET
program. The herd is known by it's Anfield Prefix.

Markus has also always been interested in any kind of History and it was only a matter of
time until he became intrigued with Brown Swiss history. During the past 10 years he has
spent many hours researching the archives of the US Brown Swiss association in Beloit, his
own little archive and whatever information he can find on Canadian Brown Swiss. During
this time he has made numerous contacts that can help him relive the old times.

[ would like to thank Markus kindly for sending us some of his research. It is important to
remember the history of our Brown Swiss. And who knows maybe someday we may be

lucky enough to have a book about it all.
Drown Swiss ‘ggeen

When a short while ago [ was asked to start writing a series of articles about Brood cows or
otherwise noteworthy animals of our beloved breed, I gladly accepted. I have always been
fascinated by history of any sort and Brown Swiss history is no exception. I, then, was faced
by deciding which cow I should choose first. [t was an easy decision.

In November of 1999 the Brown Swiss Bulletin went on the search to find Miss Millennium.
They wanted to find a cow that was in the breeders’ view the cow to lead us into the new
millennium. 12 candidates were accepted.

To qualify, a cow had to fulfill certain criteria; to quote exactly “The winner should be a cow
whose influence will be felt into the next century, from herself or her offspring. The
candidates may be living or not and have all completed energy-corrected-milk (ECM)
averages of at |l east 25000 Ppounds in at

One of the nominees was JANE OF VERNON29496 .

The first r ec obegaswithénimpatat®n ofcovs framiGottyried Buergi
in Arth, Switzerland. When in 1882 George Harris, already a Brown Swiss breeder, heard
that Nelson Scott was heading over to Switzerland he told him to find and buy some good
Brown Swiss cows. As a result, 9 females and 1 male landed at the Wethersfield wharf on
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Oct 3rd of 1882.Among them was a pregnant heifer named Muotta born on Nov.10t.1880.
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Muotta,on' Pstur at William Fishoés far m.

She would produce 5 sons and 5 daughkean there it took six more gene@ts until

Butternut Jane, the dam of Jane of Vernon. Butternut Jane was bred by Fred Reuter and born on
June 4. 1919. In the meantime young Orbec Sher(yiroqua, Wisconsin}tarted to notice the
Brown Swissbreed and purchased a few covesnong themwas Butternut Jane.

Butternut Jane pictured in Sherryods vy

~N



At S h,¢aneprypduced some outstanding offspring like Mary Jane of Vernon 30863 and

Jane’'s Beauty of Vernon 37942. Jane’'s Beauty hac
Vernon31073. But Butternut Jane’s most celebrated
Vernon 29496. She was born on February 161 928 and was sired by Janet’
El mhurst. Janet’'s Boy was bred and owned by Andr

whowasthe owner of one of the finest breeding esta
dam was a very well known and influential cow named Janet J. of West Salem, while his sire
was another great: Merry Boy of Allynhurst.

Orbec Sherry started to show hiscattlei n t he | ate 1920’ s athed when Jan
1930 Wisconsin state fair and the dairy cattle congress in Waterloo, lowa he had a winner.

She won her class at both shows. Jane then returned a year later as a fresh 3 year old, this

time she won her class at the Wisconsin State fair, the Minnesota State Fair and the Dairy
Cattle Congress. She was also grand Champion in Minnesota as well as Wisconsin. With an
udder unlike any ever seen before (and long time after), she attractede v e r y latedtion s
and became a star not only in the Brown Swiss world, but in all of the Dairy Breeds. For the
next five years, she dominated the show ring like no other cow before. In total, she would be
Grand Champion for four consecutive years at the Dairy Cattle Congress. But she also was a
World Record producer. In 1933 she established a new world record in the 4 year old class
with 23569 lbs of milk and 4.56 % (1075 lbs) fat.

During these years Jane produced one son, Jane’ ¢
f our s.(Jamenfdérnon 2nd, Jane of Vernon 314, Jane of Vernon 4t and Jane of Vernon 5t.)

Every breeder dreamed about owning Jane. In the fall of 1936 Norman E. Magnusson,

herdsman at Judd’'s Bridge Farms in Connecticut t
bring her to New England for 3500 dollars. Norman also had to promise that Jane would

never be milked by a machine and so until her death on May 11t. 1945 she was always

milked by hand. On November 24th. Mr. Magnusson and Jane boarded a boxcar and made

the long trip in the bitter cold November weather to New Milford. At her new home she had

one more 1000 pound fat record and produced anot
daughters in Jane of Juddés Bridge and Janeds Ct
The classificabn program in the Unite8tatesvas started in the spring of 1943 with Jaatethe

tender age of 15 years and 3 monbe;oming one of the first cows to be scored Excellent on

May15"Af t er her death she was burdgefaimunder a bi g
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Jane of Vernon pictured at 11 years of adee apple three can be seen right
behind her.

Lee’s Hill farm a | ong time admirer of Jane purc
3rd 1934 for 1000 $ and then under the guidance of Vernon Hull made the monumental
decision to acquire all the f ¢0d939.Withtheséfzve f or 10’ (

animals Mr. Hull and Lees Hill farm began a breeding program that would see them being

unequalled even to this day.

Jane was and still is one of THE outstanding individuals that our breed has ever produced

but she is unequalled in her performance as a brood cow.

Of her 6 daughters 5 where classified (Jane of Vernon 3rd died shortly before she could have

been classified). Four of themwentEx c el | ent whi l e the other one, J:
Good. Both of her sons were Excellent and rank among the very best Bulls ever to live.

89 of her granddaughters scored Excellent! 36 of them had more than 1000 pounds of fat in

at least one lactation.This all before the days of Embryo Transfer and only Colonel Harry

saw any Al service. She also had numerous grandsons that became the foundation for our

breed. Among them the most outstanding ones whert
of Leel'hse Hialilr,d Rofals MaeAethusoflldesHill,, Judd’ s Bridge Lieg
Royal’'s Tamarind of Lee’s Hill and Royal Meri di e



grandsons and great granddaughters that were among the breeds best are too great to

figure out in the time I have for this article.

Jane is also the dam of the three time national show champion, Jane the 5th,

Who in turn is the dam of 2 time National champi
the only 3 generation National; show Winners of our Breed.

Jane,Janeés and Marinda Jane with Leebds Hi

Today there are two known living branches from this family left. The Brattlands in
Minnesota have built up a very nice cow family descending from Jane the 4th while there is
quite a large family throughout the US and Canada stemming from Jane the 3rd, This branch
has produced Lyndale Convincer Elaine (Ex-93) who is the only two time Supreme
champion Brown Swiss in the History of the world dairy Expo.
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Lynale ConvinceElaine

Emerald, a son of Elaine has left many outstanding daughters all throughout Europe and
North America.J ane of Vernon’s name is countless times
pedigree. An animal born today might carry her name more than a 1000 times in her

In the January 2000 issue of the Brown Swiss Bulletin the results of the Miss Millennium
contest were announced. Jane had won by a landslide but was disqualified trough a
technicality; she had failed to meet the 25,000 pound 305 days ECM by 1408 Ibs milk and
this even though her record was made 70 years earlier. Since there was such an
overwhelming support for her she was given a special recognition and was crowned as the
Queen Mother of the Brown Swiss Breed. A better title could not have been given to her.

Until next time
Markus

PS; if you have a special cow you would like to see a story on, mail it to me at anfield@sftl.ca
and I will try to make her part of this series.
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